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DECLARATION ON ANIMAL RESEARCH ETHICS
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING CENTRE (BioRTC)
YOBE STATE UNIVERSITY, DAMATURU

The Biomedical Research and Training Centre (BioRTC), Yobe State
University, Damaturu, affirms its unwavering commitment to the
highest ethical standards in the use of animals for research,
teaching, testing, and training. This declaration serves as a guiding
framework to ensure that all activities involving animals are
conducted with integrity, responsibility, and respect for life.

1. Moral Philosophy

The ethical review of proposed animal experiments at BioRTC is
grounded in the recognition that non-human animals are sentient
beings deserving of moral consideration. In advancing biological
knowledge, improving human and animal health, and safeguarding the
environment, their welfare and interests must be respected and
protected to the fullest extent possible.

2. Respect for Animal Interests

In the responsible use of laboratory animals, scientists, educators,
and researchers are obligated to:

e Avoid the use or sacrifice of animals for purposes that are
trivial, unjustified, or inappropriate.

e Provide animals with conditions that enable them to live, grow,
and reproduce in ways consistent with their species’ natural
requirements.

e Safeguard animal health by preventing disease, injury,
parasitism, and unnecessary pain, with timely diagnosis and
treatment when needed.



e Facilitate the expression of normal behaviours by ensuring
adequate space, appropriate housing, and, where relevant, the
companionship of their own species—recognising the inherent
social needs of many animals.

e Protect animals from fear, stress, distress, and pain by
ensuring that their housing, handling, and treatment minimise
or, wherever possible, eliminate such negative states.

3. Humaneness

In accordance with the principles of humane experimental
techniques proposed by Russell and Burch (1959), all animal
research must be designed and conducted with the highest regard
for animal welfare. These principles include:

e Replacement: Prioritising non-sentient systems or alternative
methods whenever they can yield the required data or achieve
equivalent scientific objectives, thereby avoiding the use of
live animals.

e Reduction: Using the minimum number of animals required to
achieve statistically valid results, without unnecessary
repetition or overuse.

e Refinement: Continuously improving experimental methods to
minimise pain, distress, or suffering. Where avoidance is not
possible, appropriate strategies—including the use of
anaesthetics, analgesics, tranquillisers, or other humane
interventions—must be employed to safeguard animal welfare.

4. Animal Protection

Research involving pain, illness, isolation, mutilation (surgical or
otherwise), or premature death must be avoided unless absolutely
essential. Such studies are permissible only where no viable
alternatives exist and where the outcomes directly address critical
health, welfare, or environmental challenges of significant
importance and potential impact.

5. Relevance



Animal-based teaching and research must be purposeful and aligned
with BioRTC's mission or with national priorities in advancing
knowledge, education, science, and the welfare of humans and
animals. All such studies must be based on sound hypotheses and
hold a reasonable prospect of generating meaningful and beneficial
outcomes.

6. Responsibility

Every individual involved in the use of animals—whether for
experimentation, testing, diagnosis, teaching, or the sourcing of
tissues—bears a duty of care. They are responsible for ensuring
that animals are afforded the highest standards of welfare and are
fully protected from neglect, harm, or abuse.

7. BioRTC Policies

The Biomedical Research and Training Centre (BioRTC) maintains
an Institutional Animal Welfare Standard that governs the ethical
and humane use of animals in research and education.
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